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THE OHIO MINSTRELS. 


One evening last week we summed up 
courage enough to attend one of the perform- 
ances of the above Minstrels, and we certainly 
do not by any means regret the result. The 
first part of their entertainment (just precisely 
as it was with the Christy’s Minstrels) is the 
best ; the concluding, with one or two excep- 
tions, being mere twaddle and stupid nonsense, 
We must give them this due, however, that 
they are all of them excellent musicians, 
particularly the gentleman who performs on 
the orchestrina, and with which he imitates 
various instruments in a most remarkable 
manner, 

The first part of the entertainment was 
chiefly characterized by several excellent 
songs ; and in this respect we must especially 
mention the gentleman who sung “ Good 
News from Home” and “A Silly Coon.” 
Between the songs some anecdotes were told, 
which appeared to us to be distinguished 
rather for their absurdity than their wit. 
The antics of Mr. James, who is one of the 
best performers on the bones we ever witnessed, 
were excellent; but he has no voice, and his 
singing (termed comic) seemed to us to be 
very far behind the general standard of the 
humour of the darkie songs. The first part 
of the entertainment closed with a very capital 
finale (full band), called the “ Sleigh Drive,” 
which is certainly deserving of the highest 
praise. 

In the second part of the entertainment, 





Mr. James delighted his audience with a 
most humorous crinoline dance, in which he 
makes up for a negro lady in fine style. A 
solo on the bone castinets by this gentleman 
is also a distinguishing feature. We must 
also speak in like terms of a very patriotic 
song which was sung by another gentleman 
of the company. 

We can apply no other term to the con- 
cluding part of their entertainment than that 
it is simply ridiculous. Many of our readers 
who saw the Christy’s Minstrels (and who 
did not ?) will recollect that in the second part 
of their entertainment they gave a little sketch 
(absurd enough in all truth) called the 
“Music Lesson.” Well, the Ohio Minstrels 
have directly borrowed this little sketch from 
them, with very trifling alterations, which we 
think, rather than anything else, serves to 
discredit them. Another piece of absurdity 
is a little sketch called “ Likenesses Taken,” 
written by Alexander Watt, Esq., which a 
schoolboy should blush to call himself the 
author of; and this, together with the con- 
cluding incident of a Festival at Missippi 
(which we scarcely know whether to term a 
vocal entertainment, a rough ballet, or a riot), 
go to bring the entertainment, excellent in 
the beginning, to a very bad end. 

In concluding this short notice, we will 
simply say it is a very great pity that men of 
talent, such as the Ohio Minstrels undoubtedly 
are, should spoil (that is the word) themselves 
by mixing up a preponderance of absurdity 
with their otherwise very clever entertainment. 

B. W. W. 














‘1 
| 
| 


—_ 


— 


ee. =~ 


a 


: 


50 THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 





Theatres, 


DRURY LANE. 


On Wednesday last a morning perform- | 


ance was given, which was signalised by the 


attendance of the children of the Licensed | 


Victuallers’ Schools (boys and girls), and the 
soldiers of the Guards to whom Crimean 
medals had been awarded, who had been in- 
vited by Mr. E. T. Smith to witness the cele- 
brated pantomime of “ Robin Hood,” which 
appeared to give as much gratification to the 
military heroes as to the juveniles, whose 
shouts of laughter at the drolleries of the 
famous outlaw and his merry men rang through 
the theatre. The children were accompanied 
by Mr. Smyth, Governor of the Incorpo- 
rated Society of Licensed Victuallers ; Mr. 
Rountree, past governor of the same, and a 
considerable number of the trustees and com- 
mittee ; Mr. B. Foster, Chairman of the 
Licensed Victuallers’ Asylum ; Mr. J. H. 
Wright, past chairman ; and Mr. Shepherd, 
past chairman of the Licensed Victuallers’ 
Protection Society, &c., who with the school- 
master and schoolmistress sat with the 150 
scholars in the first rows of the pit. The 
Crimean men, to the number of seven or 
eight hundred, occupied the upper boxes, 
while the dress circle was filled with family 
parties and the supporters of the licensed 
victuallers’ excellent charities. ‘The admira- 
tion of the children was unbounded at the 
dazzling beauty of the “Abode of the 
Arcadian Fairies,” and the superb trans- 
formation scene. In the harlequinade all 
the performers specially exerted themselves. 
Never were the clowns more mischievous and 
facetious, the pantaloons more ridiculous, the 
harlequins and columbines more graceful and 
agile, the sprites more active and eccentric, 
and seldom has a more delighted audience 


rewarded the performers by their unrestrained 
mirth, 





THE ADELPHI. 


| Stuart has been engaged at this theatre by 
| Mr. Webster, and very judiciously so, as we 
\think. On Thursday the extravaganza of 
| The Invisible Prince” was revived ; indeed, 
‘it very evidently appears that Mr, Webster 
exerts himself to the utmost to deserve the 
patronage of his numerous admirers. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

Shakspeare’s tragedy of “ King John,” 
which has not been performed at this theatre 
for three years, was revived on Mondav even- 
ing by Mr. Phelps, who, as formerly, sus- 
tained the character of the weak, tyrannical 
monarch, The character of King John is 
drawn by Mr. Phelps with a masterly hand. 
The outward dignity of the King is never laid 
aside, even in his deepest moral abasement ; 
and we see throughout his performance that 
perpetual struggle between his better feelings 
on the one hand, and his arrogance, treachery, 
and cruelty on the other. ‘The conflict of a 
mind never at ease with itself—of a conscience 
ever gnawing the heart of the murderer and 
usurper—was finely delineated by this popu- 
lar tragedian. Mr. Marston, as Falconbridge, 
never played better. His rough and manly 
style in the part was admirably handled, and 
drew down immense applause. « The tragedy 
was placed on the stage with the care, skill, 
and liberality which have long distinguished 
this house. The usual complimentary de- 
monstrations. were made on the fall of the 
curtain by an enthusiastic and numerous 
audience. 


THE SOHO THEATRE. 


We have been constrained to pay another 
visit to this theatre ere the curtain falls for 
the last time upon Mr. Mowbary’s pantomime 
of “ Harlequin Master Walter ; or the Hunch- 
back Nunkey and the Little Fairies.” The 
performances commenced with every evening 
during the past week (Saturday excepted, 
when the drama of “ A Dream of Life” was 
revived) with a domestic drama, of intense 
and thrilling interest, entitled “The Old 





House at Home.” Here again we have to 


During the past week the performances at | acknowledge the great abilities of Mr. 


this splendidly constructed theatre have been | Bertram Palmer in the role of an old man, 
alternated with “ Tartuffe,” the new drama | Farmer Greenland, his interpretation of which 
of the “ Borgia Ring,” the “Last of the | found the best response in the tears of many 
Pigtails,” and “Good for Nothing,” the | of the audience. Miss Helen Love elicited 
acting in all of which was inimitable. We | loud approbation as his | daughter Fanny, 
think the drama of the “Borgia Ring” de- | which she acted with a spirit and an earnest- 
serving of more praise than has been accorded | ness that we cannot too sufficiently commend. 
to it by some of our contemporaries. Mr. | In fact, we can scarcely find words to reiterate 


g 2 =. kt mae aoe ee a ee 





THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


51 








our praises of this really clever and talented 
actress ; she evidences perfection in everything 
she does, and her assumptions are as varied 
as they are excellent. Mr. F. J. Preece’s 
interpretation of the honest, warm-hearted 


countryman, Michael Wright, was one of the | 


best things we have seen him do. We must 
especially mention the aristocratic footman, 
Mister Jemmy Jenkins, of Mr. Blackburne, 
which was as fair a specimen of the school 
in which Trip excelled as we have ever 
witnessed. The parts of Vincent Middleton 
by Mr. Lloyd Thorpe, and Dark Davy by 
Mr. Griffiths, were all that could be desired. 
Mr. Shirley also acted the part of a simple 
country yokel, Matty Maybush, with con- 
siderable humour. We must not omit to 
mention that the part of Sophia Greenland 
was very pleasingly performed by Miss 
Arabella Percival ; also the very forcible im- 
personation of Mabel by Miss Sinclair, and 
the rich comic acting of the clever comedienne 
Miss Clara Nichol as Betty Wiggles. The 
piece was well mounted, and great credit is due 
to Mr. B. Rolt and Mr. Shirley in their respec- 
tive positions as Acting and Stage Managers. 
Several more important additions have 
been made to the burlesque and pantomime ; 
amongst which a very capital hit upon Mr. 
Dodd’s shabby business with the Dramatic 
College. The whole of the ballet have also 
been furnished with new dresses of the most 
chaste description. We have set this panto- 
mime out half a dozen times, and again strongly 
recommend it to one and all of our readers as 
something decidedly superior to what they 
will witness even at some of the larger houses. 
The praiseworthy manner in which the 
management of the Scho Theatre is con- 
ducted by Mr. Mowbray is a credit to the 
profession of acting, and to the glorious drama 
of which Great Britain can boast. 





Miss CLEVELAND, a clever actress, who has been 
eminently successful at Bristol, has accepted an 
engagement of Mr. S. Lane, the enterprising 
lessee of the Britannia Theatre, She is said to 
have created deep impressions by her impersona- 
tion of Romeo, 

Mr. anp Mrs. Barney Wittiams.—Next Fri- 
day evening a bumper house may be anticipated at 
Drury Lane for these popular artistes, whose first 
benefit in London is fixed for that evening. The 
entertainments selected are the highly attractive 
pieces of “In and Out of Place,” in which Mrs. 
Williams sustains five characters ; and “ Barney, 
the Baron,” in which “ the boy,” Barney, plays one 
of his most laughable parts. We wish our Irish 
brother and American cousin every success they 
can desire. 


ees ees 


|PENTON HALL, PENTON STREET, PEN- 
TONVILLE. 


We could not notice the dramatic reading 
last week given by a very talented gentleman 
of the name of Mr, A. Concanen, but we 
have great pleasure in saying a few words in 


this week’s number, he having made a very 


powerful impression upon his audience, and 
also upon ourselves at the time. The first 
reading was from Sheridan Knowles’s play of 
“ Virginius.” The noble Roman was por- 
trayed with immense force and power ; the 
agony of mind and the deep feeling of a 
father’s grief was so powerfully drawn, that a 
breathless silence prevailed throughout the 
whole hall, which ended at the conclusion 
with the most enthusiastic applause. ‘The 
next reading on the programme was a portion 
of Douglas Jerrold’s ‘“ Black Eyed Susan.” 
This showed Mr. Concanen’s versatile talent. 
The sailor was admirably hit off, and the 
jolly Jack Tar of old England was shown up 
in his true colours. Then we had a most 
splendid reading from Talfourd’s fine play of 
“Ton.” This was certainly a great effort ; 
for it was not only beautifully read, but it 
was absolutely acted. The power of voice was 
not only put forth, but the action and ges- 
tures were so true to nature that the audience 
appeared paralyzed by the power of his ad- 
mirable elocution. A comic reading from C, 
Dickens’s “ Pickwick Papers” concluded the 
evening’s entertainment. ‘This gentleman 
has a very happy manner in prefacing the 
subject he is about to introduce ; it is not 
only giving an outline of the subject, but he 
gives so lucid an explanation that it is almost 
as entertaining as the reading of it. Between 
the pieces M. D. Zafra presided at the piano- 
forte, and performed some favourite overtures. 
The hall was full, and consisted of a most 
respectable audience. This hall is admi- 
rably adapted for such purposes, 





Mrs. Forpss, the American actress, who recently 
made her appearance at the Haymarket Theatre, 
is about to appear at Hull. She is also under an 
engagement to perform at the Standard Theatre, 

Stranp Tueatre.—There is no foundation for 
| the industriously circulated report that Miss 
| Swanborough is about to retire from the manage- 
| ment of this pretty little theatre, which she has, 
| by her talent and exertion, raised from the lowest 
| state to be a profitable and elegant place of public 
| amusement. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

F. H. H.—His letter has appeared. 

Brirain.—Our kind friend is sincerely thanked. 

J. M. Surcean.—We know the gentleman by name, 
but cannot give you any idea of his whereabouts. 

J. Jones.— We are not positive, but we think Miss 
Reynolds played Black-eyed Susan at the Hay- 
market. 

Comp.ete.— We did give the performances last year, 
= in all probability we shall continue to give them 
this. 

Erratum.—In the article on the Royal Polytechnic 
in our last, read the 18th and 19th lines in the first 


column after the 14th in the second, they having 
been accidentally misplaced. 





THE 


THEATRICAL JOURNAL, 


WEDNESDAY, Feeruary 16, 1859. 





THE DRAMATIC COLLEGE 
CONTROVERSY. 
Br 3. H.W. 

Just upon the eve of Mr. Dodd issuing his 
second pamphlet (which it appears he has 
studiously endeavoured to circulate largely, 
even in the medical press) we had sincerely 
trusted that the unseemly squabble, and the 
large and tedious amount of correspondence 
which it has entailed upon the benevolent 
spirit of Messrs. Webster and Cullenford, 
had come to anend. But, alas! Mr. Dodd 
will not be content until he has been “ proved 
too much,” and in a very opposite character 
to the aut Cesar, aut nullus. 

It is really not simply ungentlemanly but 
discreditable conduct which has been mani- 
fested throughout this very unpleasant business 
by Mr. Dodd, who strives to eat his own 
words, and even to deny that Mr. Macphail 
was his representative. This, in fact, is the 
real and bona fide substance of his second 
pamphlet, and yet Mr. Macphail remains 
silent! Why does he not come forward in 


propria persona? Why, indeed, was he not 
in body and soul at the meeting of the sub- 
scribers at the Adelphi, instead of acting the 
part of Tacitus? This very bold and brass- 
faced assertion of Mr. Dodd has compelled 
Mr. Benjamin Webster once more to set his 
pen and his eloquence to work, the result of 
which has been the publication of another 


| most fluent and cleverly written letter in the 
pages of The Era. Mr. Webster tells us 
| very plainly what the original ground was 
| on which the Dramatic College was first pro- 
| posed and carried out, and recites the passage 
iin Mr. Macphail’s letter of March 22, 1858, 
as follows :—** A benevolent friend and client 
of mine, who, in early life especially, was 
much delighted and mentally recreated and 
improved by the drama, feels great sym- 
pathy for the poor actors and actresses, 
and thinks, if they had some asylum to 
which they could retreat when their physical 
and intellectual energies are declining, it 
would be a great consolation for them.” 
Now, the old maxim runs that “out of evil 
there cometh good.” Now, we hardly know 
which is the case in the present instance. 
The promise contained in Mr. Macphail’s 
letter appears feasible enough, plausible 
enough, and indeed generous enough. But 
alas! and alack! Mr. Dodd disclaims all 
knowledge of the fair promise, and declares 
it not to be his sentiments at all. Mr. Mac- 
phail was not and is not his solicitor, but Mr. 
Jewett (who came in at the death, and 
would not attend the meeting at the Adelphi 
Theatre because he would not give one shil- 
ling to the poor actor, for whom his client 
professed so much sympathy) is. In the face 
of such an assertion how are we to reconcile 
ourselves to the validity of that great meet- 
ing at the Princess’s Theatre, or, indeed, 
everything that has been either said or done 
subsequent to it? Mr. Webster observes in 
his letter :—“ Mr. Dodd disclaims having 
originated the idea of the Dramatic College. 
He seems to have been anxious to give away 
his land at Langley, and having failed to get 
it accepted in one quarter left Mr. Macphail 
to dispose of it as he thought best!” O 
tempora! O mores! Does such an asser- 
tion deserve the least credibility? Is it 
likely to gain credibility anywhere ? Let us 
ask Mr. Dodd whether Mr. Macphail did 
not, as his solicitor, address a letter of re- 
monstrance, desiring the recantation of some 
observations which had appeared in the Era? 
And in what other capacity, if not as Mr. 
Dodd’s solicitor, has Mr. Macphail acted 
throughout this very discreditable piece of 
business—this piece of mock charity, this 
eccentric exhibition of an eleemosynary zpirit ? 
On the 7th of June, 1858, Mr. Cullenford 
(whose labours in connection with this un- 
seemly squabble must have been immense) 








received another letter from Mr. Macphail— 


—_—_— 


of ci 
If } 
disp 
that 
wot 
poi 
bui 
ere 
Fel 
aut 
thi 
qui 
oj 
it | 


a ee ee i eee A Me 





THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


53 





of course, as the representative of Mr. Dodd. | of “ The Lyar,” or that Mr. Dodd does. 


If he was not so, why did not Mr. Dodd | 


dispute the legality of his proceedings? In 
that letter Mr. Macphail said that “ his client 
would like to present the trustees, when ap- 
pointed, with a neat hall as a centre to the 
building, which he would cause to be 
erected.” This Mr. Dodd also disputes in 
February, and says he gave Mr. Macphail no 
authority to make this assertion. Really, 
this seems very much like the flattering and 
quibbling of a child who first gives away his 
toy to his playmate and then desires to take 
it back again. But this is the greatest puzzle 
of all. Mr. Dodd must have known perfectly 
well (unless he be the greatest blockhead in 
the universe) that the committee, the sub- 
scribers, and the public all entertained a 
synonymous belief that Mr. Macphail was his 
solicitor ; yet, although he was present at that 
great meeting in June last at the Princess’s 
Theatre, and serenely received the ovations of 
that crowded house, and was witness to the 
whole transactions that there took place, he 
never disputed his concurrence in all the pro- 
ceedings, and most particularly he did not 
deny that Mr. Macphail had full warranty to 
act as his legal representative. And, as Mr. 
Webster well points out, in a letter written by 
Mr. Dodd himself in reply to a communi- 
cation from Mr. Cullenford in his capacity as 
Secretary to the College, Mr. Dodd observes : 
** The indisposition of Mr. Macphail has pre- 
vented my seeing that gentleman, and so 
rendered it impossible to give you an answer 
as requested.” All this plainly evidences an 
amicable spirit of co-operation on the part of 
Mr. Dodd with Mr. Macphail. If it were not 
so, what need would there have been for Mr, 
Dodd to have hesitated one moment in his 
reply, or what need was there to keep Mr. 
Cullenford waiting because of the indisposi- 
tion of Mr. Macphail ? “ Unyoke !” Again, 
let us simply ask Mr. Dodd or Mr. Macphail 
(as it appears to be a case of pitch-and-toss 
from one to the other) what was the osten- 
sible reason put forward by the latter gentle- 
man upon his resignation of the post of 


honorary Solicitor to the College ? Either 
falsely or correctly, Mr. Macphail explained 
this himself, when, on the 4th of September, 
he finally resigned the office, observing that 
he “found he could not hold it consistently 
with his position as Mr. Dodd’s solicitor.” 
What are we to understand by this? That 


Mr. Macphail acted the part of Young 
Wilding in Sam Foote’s well-known comedy 





The inference, one way or the other, is most 
palpable. 

Mr. Webster, in his previous letter, showed 
how, by an ingenious alteration of the date of 
a letter, Mr. Dodd had contrived to make it 
appear that he was “acting independently of 
Mr. Macphail !” 

In reply to an assertion by Mr. Dodd, that 
he did not see the scheme in time to read it 
before the meeting that took place at the 
Princess’s Theatre, Mr. Webster shows us 
how, by an ingenious transposition of a semi- 
colon in a sentence occurring in the letter of 
Mr. Cullenford, Mr. Dodd has changed the 
total meaning of it altogether; and this, of 
course, in the vain hope to exculpate himself 
from blame in the shameful business of which 
he is the only hero! He may spare himself 
the pains, for his efforts cannot prove other- 
wise than futile, and we firmly believe that 
the impartial public cannot entertain two 
opinions upon the matter. He also attempts 
to cast insult upon Mr. Webster by charging 
him with “jobbery” with respect to a pro- 
posed change of the land at Langley for that 
at Gerrard’s Cross, which has been so 
generously offered for the purposes of the 
College by the Rev. Mr. Moore. Such an 
imputation, however, is best disposed of by 
silent contempt. The other questions which 
have been given rise to are so numerous, and 
to a degree so complicated, that we must de- 
spair of even noticing, much less disposing of 
them in this article. We will, before closing, 
quote the following passage from Mr. 
Webster’s letter, which bears upon the 
primary grievance betwixt the Committee 
and Mr. Macphail :— 

«“ Mr. Dodd has, upon his own showing, at all 
events, prepared his present case with the help of 
Mr. Macphail. Why then, let me ask, has he not 
printed the first draft conveyance presented by 
Mr. Macphail? It is not this but a very different 
document which is given in his appendix. His 
friend Mr. Macphail can alone enable him to 
divulge all the facts on this head, having taken 
exemplary care not to let that document nor any 
of the other drafts come, even for an hour, into 
the hands of any of the Committee. If that docu- 
ment were printed the public would see with how 
much reason the Committee refused to accept it.” 

We think we need scarcely trouble to make 
a comment on the above, or to say which is 
the philanthropist—Mr. Henry Dodd or Mr. 
Benjamin Webster. ‘The actors in this case 
have most certainly shown a mark of better 
breeding than the conventional gentleman. 


| Many hands and many hearts have been en- 
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listed in the noble cause of the poor actor | glass of Nature, I would submit that, if 


and actress; but none has proved more | 


worthy or more diligent than Mr. Webster, 
who, the greatest ornament of his profession, 
has also proved himself its best friend. 





STAGE MANAGEMENT. 
To the Editor of Tug Tueatricat Journat. 


On the subject of the “Stage Manage- 
ment” (if I may be allowed the expression) 
of theatres, I beg to make a few observations, 
with a view of ascertaining from you your 
opinion as to whether—the suggestions here- 
under given being adopted—those sugges- 
tions would not tend materially to advance 
the interests of the stage generally. The 
observations are with respect to the manner 
in which a drama (i. e., an episode in life)— 
whether tragedy, comedy, opera, or farcee—a 
drama (the British drama) is represented 
before the public. If I go to the theatre, 
what do I expect to see and hear? I expect 
to see the mirror, as it were, held up to 
N ature ; to see, as in a dream, various phases 
of life in reality pass before me. And do I 
see this? I very often observe the private 
boxes filled with non-professional persons, 
who see what they ought not; actors and 
actresses standing at the wings, waiting to 
go on ; and the end of the forest scene ter- 
minate with a dirty brick wall; also, at the 
conclusion of the pouring forth of the sorrows 
of any distressed damsel, or vindictive threat 
by some villain, delivered with the most in- 
tense feeling and naturally studied action, the 
castle wall or old oak chamber will (on the 
exit) walk off the stage, discovering to the 
side, pit, gallery, and boxes company the 
framework of the chalked canvas scene. 
Very often, too, in a field scene, the bare 
boards of the stage will be discovered ; and 
also, if a song or dance tickles the audience, 
oh ! it must be done over again ; and various 
other conventionalities too numerous to men- 
tion. Now, I ask, is this Nature? No; 
you will admit it is not ; but you will doubt- 
less add, it is amusement: to which I reply, 





managers were to follow the humble sugges- 
tions hereunder given, the Drama would 
be more like Nature, have more the appear- 
ance of reality about it, and hold a higher 
position than it now does—viz., that instead 
of there being -private boxes close to the 
stage, a kind of proscenium should be built, 
with the figures of Thalia and Melpomene 
in basso relievo ; while the busts or portraits of 
Shakspeare, Massinger, Rowe, Sheridan, 
Bickerstaff, Gay, Knowles, and others should 
adorn the top of the proscenium. ‘This would 
give sublimity, and inspire a feeling of 
dramatic awe and veneration in the minds of 
the audience, That instead of a curtain, there 
should be a representation of clouds (say the 
clouds of Fate), which should slowly fade 
away, discovering the scenery. ‘The scene 
should, in every case, be long enough to 
carry out the illusion. That in a field or 
forest scene, the stage should be always 
covered ; that there should only be one scene 
to an act. Much more natural effects would 
then be obtained than are now represented at 
the theatres ; and though the adaptation of 
the plays of Shakspeare to this system would 
necessarily leave out some of the language, 
on the whole the effect would be greater. 
That no stagey footlights should be discovered ; 
that on the death of any hero, the gentlemen 
in the orchestra should not be discovered 
slowly fiddling, but a violinist should be kept 
for the purpose, unseen, at the wings; that 
no song or dance should be repeated ; that 
all the credit as to the natural working of 
the representation, and completeness in every 
department, should fall to the manager, though 
a due meed of applause should be given to 
the leading man ; and if either of these per- 
sonages should be called upon at the conclu- 
sion of the drama, they should walk across a 
kind of raised platform built for that purpose. 

You will, perhaps, observe that I have 
thought more of the scenery and mechanical 
adjuncts than the main point to be attained 
in a drama—viz., dramatic elocution, delivery, 
and fine feeling, which requisites are always 
looked for in a good actor by a discriminating 
audience ; but 1 humbly contend that every 
ebullition of pathos or masterpiece of elocu- 


that the drama has, and might have, a much | tion would be greatly enhanced by the adop- 


higher purpose in view than mere amuse- 
ment. Instruction and Nature in all her 
sublimity should be closely followed. Very 
well, then; having submitted to you the 
statement that the Drama is not the logking- 





| 


tion of the suggestions here thrown out.—I 
have the honour to be, dear Sir, yours, &c., 
G. R. Lanciey, 


14, Blundell-street, Caledonian-road, 
Islington, Jan. 24th, 1859. 
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Cheatrical Gossip, 


Proressor ANDERSON has been performing Rob 
Roy at Ballarat. 

Mr. Barry Suttivan has been performing with 
eminent success at the Boston Museum, U.S. _ 

Mr. Cuaries Ditton has been performing some 
of his favourite characters at the Theatre Royal, 
Bradford. 

Her Masesty’s Tuzatre.—We understand that 
this magnificent lyric theatre will be converted 
into an hotel; a lease having been recently 
granted by Lord Ward for that purpose to cer- 
tain parties. 

Deatu oF Mr. Joun Gates.—This useful and 
respected comedian, who has been for some years 
past attached to the Standard Theatre, died on the 
4th inst., at his house in Hoxton-square, at the ad- 
vanced age of sixty-four. 

Onz of the brothers of the celebrated Hutchin- 
son family (upon whom the Christy’s Ministrels 
founded their burlesque of the “« Band of Brothers”) 
has recently committed suicide by hanging him- 
self at Massachusetts. For some time his mind 
had been waning. 

Tue Late CHARLES Farigy.—The grave has 
just closed over Charles Farley, the stage veteran, 
who, at the advanced age of eighty-eight, died at 
his residence, Ampthill-square, Hampstead-road, 
on the 28th ult., after a few days’ illness, unac- 
companied by pain. The oldest playgoers recol- 
lect Farley at Covent Garden Theatre, where, as 
stage-manager, concocter of pantomimes and 
spectacles, and actor of melodramatic parts, he 
enjoyed a well-merited popularity in the early part 
of the present century. Mr. Farley retired from 
the stage in 1834, since which time he has lived in 
comfortable retirement, as much respected in pri- 
vate as he was admired in his public life. - 

Mr. anv Mrs, Cuartes Matuzws.—We per- 
eeive that these accomplished artistes, having 
completed a highly successful engagement at the 
Leeds Princess’s Theatre, were re-engaged by 
Mr. W. S. Thorne for last Thursday evening, on 
which occasion the performances were for the 
benefit of the indefatigable lessee, Mr. Thorne. 
The fashionable comedy of ‘London Assurance ” 
was the piece de resistance. The entertainment 





was honoured by the patronage and presence of 
Sir Peter and Lady Fairbairn. Mr. C. Mathews 
is an immense favourite, and Mrs. Mathews pleases 
in the parts in which she appears ; she, too, has 
been warmly received by the Leeds playgoing 
public. 





The Fatality of Disease.—Holloway’s Pills. 


| wy is distressing to look around us and see the num- 

bers that are hourly carried off to premature 
graves, simply through not trying to avert disease 
and its fatal consequences. In the majority of cases 
this is caused by the impure state of the blood, which 
disseminates through the system the seeds of disease. 





A course of Holloway’s Pills would prevent this. 

They expel from the secretory organs and the circu- | 
lation the morbid matter which produces inflamma- | 
tion, pain, fever, and physical decay ; thus annihilat- | 
ing the virulence of the most painful and devastating | 
disease, and prolonging to old age the power of inde- | 
pendent exertion, wanting which we forfeit the birth- | 


right of our race, iP 


To Amateurs. 


A® opportunity is offered to a few Ladies and 
Gentlemen to take part in an Amateur Per- 
formance at a public theatre in the plays of “ William 
Tell” and “ The Honeymoon.” 
For terms, &c., apply, by letter, to S. Dugarde, 
35, North-street, Pentonville. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 


HE JUNIOR UNITED DRAMATIC SO- 
CIETY, held at W. Sibley’s, Rose and Crown, 
Crown-street, Soho.—Mr. J. T. HONE begs respect- 
fully to inform Amateurs that the above Society is 
now started on an entire new principle. Any lady or 
or gentleman desirous of joining, candoso. Terms Is. 
per week ; no entrance fee required. The first per- 
formance will take place at a professional theatre, the 
profits thereof to be equally divided amongst the 
members of the Club. For further particulars apply 
at the above place any meeting night, or to Mr. J. T. 
Hone, 28, Marlborough-street, gent-street, any 
Wednesday evening, from 6 till 9 o’clock. All letters 
&c., to be addressed as above. 


Stage Manager—Mr. Herbert. 
Acting Manager and Secretary—Mr. J. T. Hone. + 
Treasurer—Mr. W. Sibley. 


Meeting Nights every Friday evening at 8 o’clock. 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CLECTIC HALL, 18, Denmark-street, Soho. 
Mr. J. T. Hone’s Grand (private) Amateur Per- 
formance will take place at the above'Hall. Pieces to 
be played—“ Belphegor ;” last act of “Richard the 
Third ;” and “Time Tries All.” Parties desirous of 
ing part in the above are requested to attend to- 
morrow  esanapeed evening, at W. Sibley’s, Rose and 
Crown, Crown-street, Soho, at 8 o’clock. Proprietor, 
Mr. Flexman. 


Royal Kent Dramatic Amateur Society, 


NDER the entire Management of Mr. C. F. 
Epmonps, Comedian, and Author of the adap- 
tation to the Stage of the “Will and the Way” 
(produced at the Royal Marylebone Theatre, Sept. 
8th, 1856), “ Temptation,” “ True and False Heiress,” 
“ Masks and Faces,” “ Flower of the Flock,” “Woman 
and her Master,” and Author of the “ Battle of the 
Alma” (produced at the Marylebone Theatre, Sept. 
15th, 1857.) Ben Bolt; or, the Perils of a Sailor,” &c. 
Secretary—Mr. W. S. Page, 9, Birchin-lane, City. 
Treasurer—Mr. J. Clare, Queen’s Arms, East 
Greenwich. 
Sole Agent—Mr. W. Stanfield, Music Dealer, 
High-street, Peckham. 
ommittee—Mr. J.*Adams, Mr. T. Barnes, Mr. 
Rexstren, and Mr. J. Johnson. 


Ladies and Gentlemen wishing to make the Stage 
their profession, or for pleasure, will find this Society 
worthy their notice. The Members meet weekly, 
and a Dress Rehearsal takes place every three 
weeks, This Society will be under the control of the 
Manager, assisted by a Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Committee ef four, chosen ifrom the Society by 
vote. Every three months the Members will play 
a leading part in {their turns, and each Member will 
be permitted to introduce three friends on the dress 
night free. The Stage Dresses will be found, and 
no extra fee enforced. The Weekly seas oye of 
1s, 6d. for Gentlemen and 1s. 6d. for Ladies will 
cover every expense. The Stage is 50 feet from back 
to foot-lights, and 30 feet wide, with thirty scenes; 
four Dressing Rooms, Saloon, Green Room ; Front, 
Private, and Stage Boxes; Pit and Gallery. 

Address (with postage for reply), to Mr. C. F. 
Edmonds, 7, Park-place Cottages, Lower Park-road, 
m, 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 

HIS Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the elegance 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Kcenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. . Doors open at half- 

past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission 1s. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
W tte COUNT DE MON. 
TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 
and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 
King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 
from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 
sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten, 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“*In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 
wrens to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 


CENERY, Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 

31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 

Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 

that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 

jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 


Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-streets 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen = in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 


ANS Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 

Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society worthy of notice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. Subscrip- 
tion ls. 6d. per week, including stage dresses. The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c, on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Artist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre, 
31, Bow-street. 














HIGHBURY BARN. 

) USIC AND DANCING every Evening, from 
Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty. Admittance, Is.; on Sundays, by Refresh- 
ment Ticket, 6d. Table d’Héte every Sunday at 
Five o’clock, 2s. each. Subscription Ball on March 16, 
Stewards of Public Festivals are requested to make 

early application for the Rooms. 





OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 


7 noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
urities from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
fief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
iving a clear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
fits unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole fps peer 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
mitation. 





A Secret worth Knowing. 


R. G. PORTER, Photographic Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “this is the same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk, 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W. OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
e e garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 





IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 
HE CLERKENWELL NEWS, price One 
Halfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 

Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT Scare.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 


Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 
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